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Belief in the Potential,  
Power and Possibility

Twenty years ago, a group 
of local civic leaders 
formed the Community 

Foundation of the Florida Keys 
based on the premise that we 
could accomplish more togeth-
er than we could individually. 
They believed that a local com-
munity foundation could serve 
the needs of our unique culture, 
ecology, and giving spirit.

We are proud to be your part-
ner in making our very charita-
ble community a little bit better 
every day. We are proud of our 
accomplishments over this past 
20 years. 

We look ahead to carrying on 
our founders’ vision to connect 
donors, non-profits and com-
munity leaders with solutions 
for the local issues we face. We 
look forward to continuing our 
mission to educate the next gen-
eration of our non-profit lead-
ers. We look forward to cele-
brating the success of our local 
non-profits. We look forward to 
expanding our non-profit and 
donor services to help every one 
be as effective as possible. And, 
we look forward to expanding 
our inclusive, charitable social 
network to positively affect the 
lives of our fellow residents.  

As you read this special 20th 
Anniversary report, please join 
us in celebrating the giving spir-
it and hard-working collective 
efforts of so many individuals 
and organizations that have 
invested their time, hard work 

and money into our communi-
ty. Their generosity is a lasting 
example for all of us to follow. 

Please consider how you can 
best expand your connection 
with our local network of char-
itable individuals, donors and 
non-profits. Maybe our website 
www.cffk.org can connect you 
to a local non-profit working on 
your issue. Maybe you are new to 
town or just visiting and looking 
for a way to help preserve this 
exceptional place. Maybe you 
are a business owner who would 
like to help.

We can help you. Our new 
Future Fund of the Florida Keys 
can accept any donation of any 
size and channel that money 
directly into the local non-profit 
community via our grant pro-
cess. Maybe you want to set up 
a long-term fund for a specific 
cause. We can help. Contact us to 
see how easy it is to set up your 
own personal charitable fund 
now or as part of your estate 
plans so that you can continue 
giving forever. 

Our sincere thanks to all of 
you who have helped make our 
first 20 years so successful. We 
look forward to serving you a 
hundred years to come. 

We thank all of you who 
share our belief in the poten-
tial, power and possibility of the 
Florida Keys. We are your local 
Community Foundation, in par-
adise with you for good. 

Dianna Sutton
President and CEO

Roger Heinen 
Chairman of the Board

Roger Heinen, Chair
Michael Ingram, Vice Chair – 

Marketing
Rita Linder, Vice Chair – 

Grants
Bill Porter, Vice Chair - 

Development
Karen Sharp, Treasurer/Vice 

Chair – Finance
Susanne Woods, Secretary

Brian Wruble, 
Vice Chair
Ron Burd

Bobby Highsmith
Will Langley

Doug Mayberry
Greg Oropeza
Ann Reynolds
Ken Silverman

Rosi Ware

Board Advisors
Ray Baker, Founder
Ed Block, Past Chair

Michael Dively, Founder
Shirley Freeman, Past Chair

Special Advisors
Jon Allen

Susan Cardenas
Thomas Clements

John Dolan-Heitlinger

Ken Domanski
Edward B. Knight
Sandra McMannis

Holly Merrill
Robert Spottswood

President and CEO
Dianna Sutton, CFRE

2015-16 CFFK BOARD OF GOVERNORS

A number of forward-thinking civic 
leaders provided the sparks that energized 
the effort and created the Community 
Foundation of the Florida Keys in 1996. 

We’re grateful to the following* for 
their leadership, perseverance and hard 
work in creating and developing the com-
munity’s foundation: Phyllis Allen, Ray 
Baker, Joe Barker, Ed Block, Tom Clem-
ents, Rosemary Enright, Judge Richard 
Fowler, Nance Frank, Shirley Freeman, 
Marva Green, Wilhelmina Harvey, Scotti 
Merrill, Robert Padron, Dr. Mark Perman, 
Gib Peters, Judith Ranger, Fred Shaw, 
Marion Stevens, Carmen Turner, and Jim-
my Weekley.

The first years (subsequent to 1999) 
were tough, but a number of true believ-
ers stepped forward and contributed sig-

nificantly to the growth and development 
of CFFK. In addition to the contributors 
named above, our sincere thanks also 
goes to the following early supporters*: 
Bill Andersen, Campbell Cawood, Dog-
wood Foundation, Hamilton Family, Bob-
by Highsmith, Edward B. Knight, Ross 
McKee, John Padget, Rodel Foundation, 
Marion Stevens Fund, and Floy V. Thomp-
son.

Since the early years, there have been 
hundreds of people who have contributed 
significantly to making the Community 
Foundation of the Florida Keys successful. 

Please join us in thanking all of these 
inspirational individuals for their vision, 
passion and commitment to a community 
we love.

Two Decades of Leadership
A special thank you to all of the Community Foundation’s past Chairs for their 

vision and leadership:

Ed Block
1996-2003

Bobby Highsmith
2003-2004

Shirley Freeman
2004-2005

Bill Andersen
2005-2006

Jeff Overby
2006-2007

Jon Allen
2007-2010

John Dolan-Heitlinger
2010-2011

Doug Mayberry
2011-2013

Robert Spottswood
2013-2015

Roger Heinen
2015-present

The Visionaries Who Started It All

*This list of contributors was extracted from CFFK historical archives. We apologize for any omissions. Please 
let us know if you were part of the founding and early years of the Community Foundation and were not listed 
here so that we can include your name in the future.

Learn more about the  
CFFK board members  

at www.cffk.org.
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A strong belief in the future of the Florida Keys is 
at the heart of “Vision 20/20,” the Community 
Foundation’s new plan launched in celebration of 

our 20th anniversary. “Vision 20/20” sets the Foundation’s 
vision for the future to help lead community initiatives 
and increase our outreach and impact throughout the 
entire Florida Keys.

Leadership and vision were at the center of the 
Community Foundation when it was founded in 1996 
by a handful of civic leaders. The founders believed 
that by working together we could accomplish more 
than we could individually. They also wanted to pre-
serve for current and future generations the unique 
heritage, culture and lifestyle of the Keys. 

Twenty years later, the Community Foundation has 
had a solid history of accomplishments, as detailed in 
this newsletter, and has become a trusted resource for 
people who love the Keys to use their private resources 
for improving the lives of others.

Today, the Community Foundation has become 
a solid member of the philanthropic family of over 
700 Community Foundations throughout the United 
States. 

The founders’ vision inspired CFFK’s current board 
leaders to create a new vision – a vision of how to better 
serve the community and how to connect the individu-
als and organizations it reaches. 

To that end, the Community Foundation’s board 
developed a new strategic plan. The strategic plan in-
cludes two key objectives: 1) to establish CFFK as the 
center of an innovative charitable network, and 2) to 

gain financial independence. As part of the plan, we 
have launched three strategic initiatives:

• Expand Community Outreach by helping in-
dividuals and businesses to see the realm of 
possibilities to enrich the Florida Keys.

• Strengthen the Non-
profit Sector in the 
Keys by building lead-
ership and financial 
capacity of the entire 
spectrum of nonprof-
its that enrich the 
Keys. 

• Launch “Vision 20/20” 
to garner additional as-
sets so that CFFK can be 
in a better position to 
serve the community.

The key components of “Vi-
sion 20/20” include:

• Establishing the Flor-
ida Keys Future Fund, 
a unique grant making 

fund that will increase our ability to give back 
more to the community through collective giving 
(see story on page 4).

• Building a base of annual supporters through 
the new Foundation Society, which will allow 
CFFK to better serve the community (see story on 
page 4).

• Assisting in creating more Donor Funds, which 
will provide the means to make personal and 
lasting differences in our community (see story 
on page 8).

• Investing in the future of our community 
through more Legacy Society members (see story 
on page 5).

In addition, in honor of the 20th anniversary, the 
Community Foundation is expanding its discretionary 
grants into the “Vision 20/20” Grants Program, funded 
by donors who made a legacy gift to the Community 
Foundation (see story on page 10).

Visit www.cffk.org for more details on these initiatives 
and how you can participate in “Vision 20/20.” 

As we celebrate the giving spirit and hard-working 
collective efforts of all who have partnered with us to 
achieve so much since we were founded in 1996, we 
hope you’ll join us in “believing in the future of the 
Florida Keys” by working together to build a better to-
morrow.

Vision 20/20: Working Together to Build a Better Future

Members of the Community Foundation’s board accept a City of Key West Proclamation from 
Mayor Craig Cates in honor of our 20th anniversary. From left: Michael Ingram, Ann Reynolds, 
Doug Mayberry, President/CEO Dianna Sutton, Bill Porter, Chairman Roger Heinen, and Rosi 
Ware, with Mayor Cates.

Continued next page

MILESTONES: 1996-2000

1996 1997 1998 1999

CFFK founded – a locally led
Community Foundation for our 
Keys needs.

First Donor Funds and
Scholarships created.

CFFK loans the Key West Council of the Arts money 
to purchase a grand piano which resides at St. Paul’s 
Episcopal Church.

“Creating a Community Foundation 
in 1996 was truly an act of audacity.”

 
- Ray Baker, one of CFFK’s Founders

“The Community Foundation is investing 
in several new initiatives this year to help our 
local nonprofits and donors be as effective and 
interconnected as possible. Our 20th anniversa-
ry is a perfect time for us to help people under-
stand how important charitable giving of one’s 
time or money is. Working together we can pro-
vide a better future for our Keys.”  

- Roger Heinen, CFFK Chair

$1 million in assets under 
management.

$18,850 awarded to 14 charities.
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Future Fund To Enrich Entire Florida Keys

Foundation Society Provides Support to Better Serve Community

One important component 
of “Vision 20/20” is the cre-
ation of a new fund – the 

Florida Keys Future Fund. This 
unique, grant making fund will allow 
the Community Foundation to help 
individuals and businesses to see the 
realm of possibilities to enrich the 
entire Florida Keys. It is truly the 
power of collective giving in action.

The Florida Keys Future Fund is a 
permanent, general purpose Field of 
Interest Fund, similar to CFFK’s My Key West Emergency 
Relief Fund and other similar types of Field of Interest 
Funds created at CFFK. The Fund’s purpose is to expand 
the Community Foundation’s outreach and impact. It will 
increase its resources and ability to make grants through-

out the entire Florida Keys.
Grants from the Future Fund 

will be made in all areas of the 
Foundation’s primary Fields of In-
terest, including Arts and Culture, 
Health and Human Services, Envi-
ronment, Education, and more.

The first round of grants from 
the Florida Keys Future Fund is ex-
pected to begin in 2017. The grants 
will be made using a Request for 
Proposal process and selected by 

the Community Foundation’s Grants Committee. Grant 
announcements, including deadlines and application 
forms, will be posted at www.cffk.org.

Join the Power of  
Collective Giving:

Florida Keys Future Fund
Individuals and businesses that want to 

support the power of collective giving by 
adding to the funds available for grants to the 
community through the Florida Keys Future 
Fund can make an online gift at www.cffk.org. 

Individuals can also leave a legacy gift to 
the Florida Keys Future Fund by contacting 
cffk@cffk.org or calling 305-292-1502.

As part of “Vision 20/20,” the Commu-
nity Foundation has inaugurated a new 
Foundation Society to honor the dedi-
cated group of busi-
ness and community 
leaders who are pro-
viding the leadership 
and support to en-
sure that we meet our 
mission by making 
an unrestricted an-
nual gift.

Funds from the 
Foundation Soci-
ety will enable the 
Foundation to be in 
a better position to 
serve the community 
by supporting our ongoing operations as 
we work toward an endowment that will 
cover all or most of our modest adminis-
trative needs.

The goal of the new Foundation So-
ciety, which includes the former Very 

Important Partners in Paradise (VIP) 
Program, is to dramatically increase our 
outreach and broaden our base of sup-

port.  The Foundation So-
ciety giving levels are:

•  Platinum VIP:  
$10,000 and above

•  Gold VIP:  
$5,000 – $9,999

•  Silver:  
$2,500 – $4,999

•  Bronze:  
$1,000 – $2,499

Donors may also 
become Friends of the 
Foundation with gifts 

under $1,000.

The benefits of membership in the 
Foundation Society include:

• Special recognition and acknowl-
edgement at events, in newslet-

ters, and on the website.

• Invitations to all CFFK events, includ-
ing annual meeting and exclusive rec-
ognition celebrations.

• Frequent e-communications about 
activities, programs, events, and re-
lated topics of interest.

Please celebrate with us the generous 
and inspired visionaries who are mak-
ing unrestricted gifts to CFFK to help us 
better serve the community through our 
programs and services.

Join Our Foundation Society
Foundation Society members, which include donors who make unre-

stricted gifts to the Community Foundation of $1,000 or more, are key to 
our ability to provide critical programs and services for the community. 
You can join the Foundation Society by making a gift of $1,000 or more at 
www.cffk.org, by emailing cffk@cffk.org, or by calling (305) 292-1502. Do-
nors may also become Friends of the Foundation with gifts under $1,000.

Tom and Kitty Clements

Family members of the Dogwood
Foundation: Holly Merrill, Kyle Converse, 

Dani Merrill, and Frank Merrill

Continued next page

MILESTONES: 2001-2004

2001 2002 2003 2004

Unsung Heroes/Volunteers of the 
Year event started to honor the 
tremendous work of community 
volunteers.

CFFK forms the Performing Arts 
Center for Key West (PACKW), 
LLC, to facilitate funding for the 
Tennessee Williams Theatre.

The Rodel Charitable Foundation – Florida, created as 
a Direct Support Organization (DSO) of CFFK, issues a 
3-year, $3 million challenge grant to spur an intensive 
asset development effort.  

Very Important Partners in Paradise (VIP) Program created 
to honor a core group of business and community leaders 
committed to financially supporting CFFK’s work.

Dianna Sutton joins as
President and CEO. Our
full-time staff is established.
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Join Our
Legacy Society

Legacy Society members 
can be assured that their 
philanthropic wishes will be 
carried out when they are no 
longer here to direct them. 
Becoming a Legacy Society 
member is simple: include the 
Community Foundation as a 
beneficiary of a gift from your 
will or estate and notify us of 
your plan at cffk@cffk.org or 
call (305) 292-1502.

Community Foundation oF the Florida Keys  5

Continued page 8

MILESTONES: 2005-2006

2005 2006

My Key West Emergency Relief Fund established to distribute over 
$1.3 million after Hurricane Wilma, in partnership with the Key 
West Chamber of Commerce, Cooke Communications, CFFK, and 
the Rodel Foundation. 

Key West Chamber of Commerce “Piece of the 
Rock” Award presented to CFFK and the My Key 
West Emergency Relief Fund Steering Committee.

$3 million Rodel Challenge grant 
successfully matched, tripling 
assets under management to $9 
million.

CFFK certified to National Standards for U.S. 
Community Foundations in recognition of 
operating with transparency, accountability 
and best practices.

Legacy Society Invests in Future of Our Community

The Community Foundation’s Legacy Society was established to honor the for-
ward-thinking individuals who will leave an indelible mark on our community 
through a gift from their wills or estate. They have entrusted CFFK to carry out 

their charitable wishes when they are no longer here.

Become a Legacy Society member and we will help you:
•  create a custom philanthropy plan to fulfill your wishes

•  create a charitable fund to 
preserve your name

•  have the flexibility to sup-
port a broad range of causes

•  give a wide variety of 
assets, from cash and 
property to artwork and 
insurance, and more

•  engage the next generation 
in the tradition of giving

The benefits of membership in the Legacy Society include: 
•  access to our professional staff to help meet individual philanthropic goals
•  flexible gift options, including a wide variety of assets such as personal property, 

real estate, stock, life insurance, jewelry, artwork, and other assets
•  special recognition and invitations to all events and edu-

cational programs

Tom and Cathy Cawley Gordon and Meridyth McIntosh

Chris Belland

CFFK Operational Endowment 
created by local leaders. 

Jon Allen
Bill and Jane Andersen
Ray Baker and Joe Viana
Anonymous
Dennis Beaver and Bert Whitt
Chris Belland
Rick Boettger and Cynthia Edwards
Ron and Joyce Burd
Caroline Cash
Tom and Cathy Cawley
Dr. Stanley Coira
Betty Desbiens
Ken and Margaret Domanski
George Fontana
Nance Frank
Shirley Freeman and Harvey W. Server
Kelly Friend
Dolly Garlo and Robert Keeley
Todd German

Elaine K. Ginsberg
Drs. William and Beverly Goldner
Bryan Green and Tony Konrath
Roger and Marny Heinen
Matthew Helmerich and Jeff Harwell
Larry and Kay Hirsch
Ashley Hoyt
Richard P. Jones
Rita Kemp
Mark and Nan Lindas
David Loyd
Peter MacDougall
Patricia T. Major, M.D.
Doug Mayberry
Gordon and Meridyth McIntosh
Lee and Sandra McMannis
Allan Melnick
Anthony Minore and William Beck
Stephen Mizner and Kim Gordon

Rudy Molinet and Harry Hoehn
Doug Morgan
Charles Newman and Jane Dawkins
Jeff Overby
John Padget and Jacob Dekker
Ruth Reiter and Dan Metzler
Wynetka A. Reynolds
Dr. Jake Rutherford & Kathy  

Timberlake
Stanley Sack
Carol A. Schreck
William Schrufer
Rawy Shediac
Kerry and Diane Shelby
Bunnie Smith
Denison Tempel
Nick and Suzie Trivisonno
Jeff and Rosi Ware
Drs. Susanne Woods and Anne Shaver

The following are members of our Legacy Society. Please join us in celebrating their generous pledges of support.

Legacy Society Members

Matthew Helmerich and Jeff Harwell
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$20 Million in Grants

277 Nonprofits 

Grants made from the Foundation 
and its Fund Advisors have supported 
the programs and services of hun-
dreds of nonprofits in Monroe County. 
Since 2004 alone, 277 nonprofits have 
received 1,700 grants.

Thousands of Lives
Impacted

Demonstrating the power of collective 
giving, granted funds have positively 
affected the lives of thousands of our 
citizens by addressing critical health 
needs, protecting the environment, 
educating youth, preserving our cultur-
al heritage and much more.

$ 15 Million in  
Investments

Proving that by working together we 
can accomplish more, donors have 
invested in the future of our commu-
nity. Investments in funds and endow-
ments have grown from $1 million in 
1999 to over $15 million in 2016.

135+ Donor Funds

The Community Foundation has signifi-
cantly helped build philanthropy in the 
Florida Keys. Individuals and organi-
zations have more than 135 funds at 
the Community Foundation, including 
42 funds and endowments for nonprof-
its to secure their ongoing work and 
future.

With the generosity of our donors, we 
have awarded more than $20 million 
in grants and program services since 
1996 throughout the Florida Keys.

1996-2016: Two Decades of Partnership
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1,100 Volunteers
Honored

The Unsung Heroes event has increased 
awareness of the importance of civic 
engagement and has recognized over 
1,100 dedicated volunteers in our 
community.

400 Leaders Trained
The Community Foundation has 
strengthened the leadership skills and 
expertise of more than 400 nonprof-
it leaders from over 100 organiza-
tions through its Leadership Success 
Academy. CFFK has now trained lead-
ers of more than 25% of Monroe 
County’s nonprofits.

56 Legacy Society
Members

Creating a lasting legacy for gener-
ations to come, 56 individuals and 
families have pledged more than $50 
million in future community invest-
ments through gifts from their wills or 
estate plans. They are members of the 
Legacy Society who will leave an indel-
ible mark on our community. 

167 Education Awards
Education is key to the future and 
donors have rewarded excellence in 
teachers and provided needed sup-
port for students to continue their 
educational pursuits. Since 2004, 167 
students and teachers have received 
scholarships and awards.

Multiple Forums
& Workshops 

The Community Foundation has reg-
ularly convened forums, investment 
updates, technical assistance work-
shops and presentations over the 
past 20 years to help educate Fund 
Advisors, donors, nonprofit leaders, 
professional advisors, business and 
community leaders, and interested 
citizens about philanthropy and to 
address critical community issues.

1996-2016: Two Decades of Partnership

Learn More

Learn more plus check out 
a new video about our work 
and impact in the commu-
nity over the past 20 years 
at www.cffk.org.
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November 9-15 is designated as “Community 
Foundation of the Florida Keys” Week by City of 
Key West Mayor, Morgan McPherson, and Monroe 
County Commissioner Mayor, Sonny McCoy.

Continued next page

MILESTONES: 2007-2008

2007 2008

300 Southard Street, donated 
by Linda and Doug Walker 
of Key West Properties Four, 
becomes our Headquarters. 

Received “Florence Spottswood 
Humanitarian of the Year” Award from 
the American Red Cross for the My Key 
West Emergency Relief Fund.

Leadership Success Academy 
started to educate local
non-profit leaders.

“Philanthropy Corner” 
debuts as regular column 
in the Key West Citizen 
newspaper.  

Community Builders:
Our Partners Help Build

a Better Today… and Tomorrow

From educating youth to pro-
viding critical health care, 
donors help people in need 

throughout the Florida Keys. CFFK 
works with donors to fulfill their 
philanthropic goals and manages 
over 135 funds and endowments for 
individuals, families and nonprofits.

Individual donors establish funds to 
support all types of causes and interests 
they are passionate about today…and 
for the future. Nonprofit organizations 
also partner with CFFK to help them 
manage their reserves or long-term en-
dowments that support their mission 
and programs. 

The Community Foundation 
provides the necessary administra-
tive and record-keeping services, 
freeing the agency to focus on its core 
mission. Because funds are invested with 

an endowment pool, fund costs are minimized 
and the improved efficiency may mean greater 

grant making opportunities.
Fund Advisors have on-

line access to their Quarterly 
Fund Statements through a 
special Fund Advisor section 
of the website. This feature 
provides secure access 24 
hours a day to view, down-
load, and print current and 
past fund statements. 

We’re grateful to work 
with our Fund Advisors in 
making a difference. Please 
visit www.cffk.org for a 
complete list of funds and 
endowments at CFFK. Cel-
ebrate with us their signifi-
cant and courageous work in 
building the Florida Keys.

Marion Stevens Fund awarded a grant to the Florida Department of Health to sup-
port increased school nurse services at Gerald Adams Elementary School.

Emily Boyd Lowe Music Fund awarded an emerging artist grant to The 
Studios of Key West for a concert by Key West guitarist Ben Pegg. 

Contact us at cffk@cffk.org, call 305-292-1502, or visit 
www.cffk.org for more information.

How to Create A Fund
CFFK works with 
individuals and nonprofits 
to create a Fund that 
reflects their unique 
wishes.

CFFK accepts a wide variety 
of assets to be used as 
the basis for your fund. We 
invest them in a prudently 
managed investment pool. 
Individuals can also direct 
a gift from their will or trust 
to create or add to a fund.

We help you make a  
difference on issues and 
causes that matter to you, 
and help the organizations 
you care about become 
more sustainable.

1Name and 
Create Your Fund

2Seed Your  
Fund

3Make Grants  
from Your Fund

Join Our
Community of
Donor Funds

An easy way to make a charitable gift is to set up a Donor 
Fund at CFFK. You can gift the money when you set up 
the fund or set it aside from your estate plan for future 
donations. Individual donors establish funds to support 
all types of causes. Nonprofit organizations also partner 
with CFFK to help them manage their reserves and long-
term endowments.

Mason Investment
Advisory Services hired as 
investment managers.

Center for NonProfit Excellence 
established with a grant from 
the Marion Stevens Fund.
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Continued next page

MILESTONES: 2009-2011

2009 2010

Legacy Society created to recognize  
donors who name CFFK in their 
estate plans.

CFFK sponsors Leadership Monroe 
County, a county-wide leadership 
program.

CFFK partners with the Florida Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants (FICPA) to offer 
CPE credit course for financial and legal 
advisors.

First Donor Dialogues - 
gatherings for discussions 
on community issues.

2011

Vision 20/20 Grants Support Innovative Community Projects

As part of the 20th anniversary celebration, the 
Community Foundation is expanding its dis-
cretionary grants to offer the 2016 Vision 20/20 

Grant Program. The program will award up to $180,000 
total through three grant rounds ($60,000 per round) 
covering fields of interest currently served by the 
Community Foundation. 

The deadline for the first round, applications in 
the area of Health and Human Services, has passed. 
Round one grants will be announced March 20th 
and posted at www.cffk.org. (See the sidebar for up-
coming deadlines.)

Grants from $5,000 to $10,000 each will be award-
ed for programs and projects serving residents of 
Monroe County. Priority will be given to new pro-
grams or projects, and grants will be awarded based 
on innovation, community impact, and collabora-
tion. Projects must be completed within 12 months 
of grant awards.

All applicants must be a 501(c)(3) charitable 
nonprofit based in Monroe County, or have a fiscal 
sponsor meeting that designation. Organizations of 

all types may submit one application in each round 
provided the program or project relates to that field 
of interest.

All applications must be submitted using the on-
line application form, available at www.cffk.org. Ap-
plications will not be complete until the Grant Ap-
plication is finalized and Accompanying Materials 
are received on or before the deadline.

The Community Foundation’s 2015 Performing and Visual Arts Grant Program 
supported the MARC House for a series of creative movement and dance classes 
with Dance Key West.

A Community Foundation grant in 2015 supported the
Frederick Douglass School Black Educators’ Memorial 

Project.

The Community Foundation has 
granted more than $20 million since 1996 
through its 135+ donor funds and agency 
endowments under management. During 
2015, CFFK and its donors awarded 192 
grants, scholarships and awards in the 
amount of $1,227,660. Please visit www.
cffk.org for a complete list of grants made 
in 2015.

Upcoming Deadlines
2016 Vision 20/20 Grants

Round Two:
Arts and Culture
Deadline:
Applications due June 1st

Round Three:
Recreation, Environment, Education, 
Animal Welfare
Deadline:
Applications due September 1st
 
Applications and more info at www.cffk.org

“We’re very pleased to be able to 
offer this one-time opportunity in 
2016. The grants are made possi-
ble by unrestricted gifts from gen-
erous Donors who made a legacy 
gift to the Community Foundation 
through their estate planning. We 
believe the grants will have a sig-
nificant impact in the communi-
ty by supporting innovative pro-
grams of our nonprofits.”

- Rita Linder, Chair of the 
Community Foundation’s

Grants Committee
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Continued next page

MILESTONES: 2012-2014

2012 2013

Dogwood Foundation Endowment 
Challenge builds eight nonprofit 
endowments.

Robert W. Townshend Charitable 
Remainder Unitrust - largest legacy 
bequest to date.

Barbara Kellner Estate donates Old Town 
property for an Artist in Residency Program in 
partnership with Wheaton College.  

Marion Stevens Fund Challenge Grant for 
the CFFK Operational Support Endowment 
met; lifts endowment to $2.5M, with the 
addition of legacy gifts.

2014

Potential

Power

Possibility

CFFK recertified to National 
Standards by the Council on 
Foundations.

State of Philanthropy in the 
Florida Keys published.
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MILESTONES: 2015-2016

2015 2016

Leadership Success Academy partners with 
the Florida Keys Community College.

Vision 20/20 designed to 
guide CFFK for next 5 years.

Record 95 Unsung Heroes 
recognized in a packed room 
at the Marriott Beachside.

For the Community Foundation’s 
complete financial information – 
including the most current audit, 
investment performance report 
and investment policy – please visit 
www.cffk.org.

Why You Should Work with the
Community Foundation of the Florida Keys

Ranks 
among the Top 100  
Community Foundations 
in the nation, according 
to the national Council 
on Foundations. In 2014, 
CFFK was #15 of the most 

active grant makers and #28 in 
most gifts per capita. 

Represents wide 
community involve-
ment from businesses, gov-
ernment, philanthropy, and a 
diversity of interests through 
our civic-minded and engaged 
Board of Governors and 
Advisors.

Allocates 93 per-
cent of our resources 
to Grants and Program 
Services. 

Demonstrates 
transparency  by pro-
viding complete financial 
information– including 

the most current Audit, Form 990, 
Investment Performance Report and 
Investment Policy – on our website.

Provides local knowledge and 
expertise through our staff. President/
CEO Dianna Sutton has been awarded the 

designation of Certified Fund 
Raising Executive (CFRE), 
a professional distinction 
in the field of philanthropy.

Meets the highest phil-
anthropic standards for 
community foundations nationally 
for operational quality, integrity 
and accountability, accredited by 
the National Standards Board. 

Provides 
tremendous 
community services and 
outreach with the generosity of its 
donors through Grants and Program 
Services totaling more than $20 
million since 1996. 

Provides personal and mean-
ingful donor opportunities to 
improve lives, invest in the future of our 
community, and make a lasting difference. 
Donor opportunities include the Florida 
Keys Future Fund, Foundation Society, 

Legacy Society, 
Donor Advised 
Funds, and  
many more.

Strengthens and supports 
nonprofits through services, 
training, resources, programs, fund 
and endowment management, and 
more.

Demonstrates
significant growth 
by showing that its pool of 
assets under management has 
grown to over $15 million. 

$14M in Assets under 
Management.

Foundation Society
established to support CFFK 
programs and operations.
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Making Key West and the Florida Keys a better place to live now  
and in the future by encouraging philanthropy  

and matching these acts of caring to the community needs.

Confirmed in Compliance 
with National Standards for 

U.S. Community Foundations 

300 Southard Street, Suite 201 
Key West, FL 33040
305-292-1502
www.cffk.org / e-mail:cffk@cffk.org

I Believe in the Future of the
Florida Keys…  In Paradise For Good.


