
Key West Collegiate 
Academy: 
Wayne Larue Smith

Wayne is the principal of The 
Smith Law Firm, which focuses 
its transaction, litigation and 
mediation practice on commer-
cial, corporate, real estate and 
estate planning law. He’s active in 
a variety of community organiza-
tions and was at the forefront 
of efforts aimed at overturning 
Florida’s ban on adoption by gays 
and lesbians. 

Zonta Club of Key West: 
Penni Wise

A Zontian for four years, Penni 
is a past board member and co-
chair of the club’s largest fund-
raiser for the last two years. The 
ABC 5K Walk Event raises funds 
for mammogram vouchers for 
uninsured women in the Lower 
Keys. Penni  brings dedication 
and enthusiasm to every Zontian 
function. 

 Florida Keys  
Wild Bird Center: 
Ken Lorber

On average, Ken contributes 
at least 260 hours of volunteer 
work each month, working nine 
hours per day, every day without 
taking a day off. He helps with 
absolutely everything including 
rebuilding bird enclosures, pick-
ing up fish donations, feeding 
non-releasable birds, grounds 
keeping, greeting visitors, and 
cleaning enclosures.

Domestic Abuse Shelter: 
Jennifer Powell 

Jennifer has been a DAS board 
member for four years, serving as 
Secretary. Her last two years have 
been spent as Chair of the annual 
DAS fundraiser, the No Name 5K 
Race. Jennifer is committed to 
assuring that survivors of domes-
tic violence and sexual assault 
have a voice.

Anne McKee Artists Fund: 
Roberta DePiero

In her four years of service on 
the board, including two years 
as president, Roberta’s organiza-
tional ability, positive attitude, 
steadfast effort, and seemingly 
endless energy have contributed 
immensely to the success of the 
organization.

Monroe Association for 
ReMARCable Citizens: 
Rick Ramsey

Sheriff Rick Ramsay has been 
on the ReMARCable Citizens 
Board since 2009. He seeks new 
members and provides manpow-
er at the Christmas Tree unload-
ings, pumpkin unloadings & Tree 
Sale.  He’s donated cars and First 
Aid certifications. Rick has given 
his personal time and energy to 
make every event successful.

Paradise Ballet Theatre 
Presenters: 
Nikky Gasche

Nikky has enthusiastically sup-
ported the fundraising arm of 
the Nutcracker Key West as a per-
former, artist, and board member 
with donations of jewelry from 
Pacific Jewelry where she is the 
manager.  Her boundless enthu-
siasm and business acumen are a 
great asset.

American Cancer Society: 
Suzy Curry

Suzy has been volunteering 
with the American Cancer Society 
in Marathon for three years. She 
has been involved as a commit-
tee chair and team captain for 
the Middle Keys Relay For Life 
and co-chair for Making Strides 
Against Breast Cancer. Suzy is 
a dedicated volunteer, driving 
patients to treatment and provid-
ing support for patients.

Volunteers of America: 
Peter Dswonyk

Peter was a homeless Vietnam 
veteran who came to live at 
Volunteers of America Transitional 
Housing Program for homeless 
veterans. Two years later, he volun-
teers as resident manager, counsel-
ing fellow veterans in maintaining 
sobriety and becoming indepen-
dent. His care and concern has 
saved more than one veteran from 
returning to the streets.

Keys to Be the Change: 
Elena Spottswood

Elena has been a supporter of 
Keys to Be the Change for almost 
ten years. She is the Board mem-
ber who is there when you need 
her. Elena is a parent who truly 
cares about her children as well 
as all Monroe County youth. She 
is an inspiration, humble and 
proud at the same time. 

Habitat for Humanity  
of Key West & Lower  
Florida Keys: 
Marsha Kirkwood

Marsha came to Habitat’s 
Coconut Closet doing Habitat 
Home Sweat Equity four years 
ago.  Marsha volunteers weekly.  
She is soft-spoken, cheerful, a joy 
to be around, flexible and always 
helps when and where needed.  
Marsha is retired, an artist and 
painter. Habitat is blessed to have 
Marsha as a volunteer.

Voices for Florida Keys 
Children: 
Jane Parker

Jane is a Lifetime Member of 
Voices and always the first to 
volunteer. Jane has been invalu-
able to the organization’s success 
in fundraising with Mystery Box 
gifts. She boxes and wraps over 
500 gifts to be sold at a luncheon 
every year.

The Basilica School of St. 
Mary Star of the Sea: 
Henry Fuller

Henry’s creative genius led to 
the school’s largest annual fund-
raiser, the Rock N’ Roast. Henry’s 
selfless giving of time, talent and 
treasure has helped the school 
raise nearly $300,000 in tuition 
assistance for needy families 
seeking a Catholic education.

Florida Keys Outreach 
Coalition: 
Samuel Kaufman

Sam has been contributing his 
talents and time for 15 years! A 
natural leader with impeccable 
integrity, he is committed to 
always doing the right things for 
the right reasons. Whether chair-
ing board meetings, encouraging 
staff, fundraising, or providing 
pro-bono legal advice, Sam genu-
inely wants to improve our Keys 
community.

Florida Keys SPCA: 
Edie Kehoe

Edie has been volunteering for 
seven years. She fills a multitude 
of roles, such as taking photos of 
all the animals for publication, 
and caring for and walking dogs. 
She is a true asset at many of 
SPCA’s fundraisers. Edie has given 
much love and care to many ani-
mals over the years.

The Studios of Key West: 
Phyllis and Stuart Bennett

Phyllis and Stuart start early, 
finish late, and manage a mil-
lion details in between.  Whether 
spending a weekend building 
a 30’ outdoor wall, answering 
speed-dial calls for help, slinging 
drinks at nearly every event, or 
moving the entire operation on 
the hottest day of summer, these 
two are super-hero volunteers.

Coldwell Banker Schmitt 
Charitable Foundation: 
Drenda Collins

Drenda has been a part of the 
Board since its inception and 
became an official director in 
2009. She gives countless hours 
of her time marketing, organizing 
events and assisting the Board 
with all of its endeavors. She pro-
vides much needed help behind 
the scenes and is dedicated to 
serving our community.

Tropic Cinema: 
Jennifer Lopes

Jennifer has been a Tropic vol-
unteer for several years.  She has 
manned the box office, assisted 
membership coordinators, 
and last February, she threw a 
Volunteer Appreciation Party that 
our volunteers are still talking 
about!  The Tropic is so proud to 
have Jennifer as our Unsung Hero.

Continued on next page
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The Community Foundation of the 
Florida Keys (CFFK) is celebrating 
the “good job” 86 volunteers have 

done this year for nonprofits in the Florida 
Keys. CFFK will honor the Volunteers of 
the Year this Friday, January 30th, at the 
15th annual Unsung Heroes Luncheon at 

the Marriott Beachside Resort.
Unsung Heroes celebrates volunteerism 

and community service. Monroe County 
charitable organizations nominated their 
volunteers to be recognized for their good 
work. Since 1996, CFFK has been working 
“In Paradise For Good” with nonprofits, 

volunteers, and donors to build philan-
thropy and support the important work 
of nonprofits in making Key West and the 
Florida Keys a better place to live now and 
in the future.

The 2015 Unsung Heroes are ...

To the Fund Advisors who 
made 173 grants totaling $1.5 
million through their donor 
funds at CFFK in 2014 to pro-
tect the environment, educate 
youth, support health servic-
es, preserve cultural heritage, 
and much more.

To the 258 individuals and 
organizations that donated 
$5.4 million in gifts to CFFK 
in 2014  (including real estate 
and bequests) to funds, 
endowments, memorials, 
and scholarships to support 
programs and services in the 
Florida Keys.

To the 44 nonprofits that 
have endowments and agency 
funds at CFFK to secure their 
organizations’ ongoing work 
and future.

To the Founders of the 
Community Foundation of 
the Florida Keys who created 
the idea 19 years ago to build a 
charitable network of philan-
thropy in the Keys to help make 
our community even better.



Key West Council of the 
Arts — Impromptu Concerts: 
Vera Schiff

Impromptu is in great shape 
financially – thanks to finan-
cial dynamo Vera Schiff. Vera 
raised fund raising to a fine art, 
with stylish entertainments in 
her home. She created a solid 
Impromptu bank account to 
help the organization buy its own 
piano and afford increasingly tal-
ented and expensive performers.

American Legion  
Auxiliary #168: 
Daniel Brown

Daniel has worked tirelessly 
over and above the call of duty. 
He is the “Caller” every Friday 
night for Bingo. Daniel is the 
electrician, plumber, security, and 
cleanup man. He gladly donates 
his time with a smile. We can 
always count on Daniel to be 
there, to help, and to give his all.

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church: 
Sarah Curry

Sarah has been instrumental 
in keeping the Episcopal Church 
Women’s nonprofit alive at St. 
Peter’s for a number of years. 
She has coordinated many of the 
fundraisers and worked hard to 
make them successful. She vol-
unteers to transport members 
from their homes to the meetings 
when they would otherwise not 
be able to attend.  

Canon John H. Reece 
Scholarship Fund: 
Suzan Armstrong

Dr. Armstrong serves on the 
Executive Board and has worked 
on the scholarship, program 
and teen workshop committees 
over the years.  She swiftly and 
seamlessly steps into other orga-
nizational positions when other 
members are not available. She is 
a gifted educator with the ability 
to relate to students of all ages. 

Key West Writers Guild: 
Chuck Van Soye 

Chuck has been Treasurer since 
February 2013. His duties include 
depositing checks, paying bills, 
and reporting on our financial 
status at every meeting. He has 
performed these duties faithfully 
and reliably. He has been one of 
our most regular attendees, and 
best participators, at bi-weekly 
meetings. He is one of our most 
important members.

Bahama Village  
Music Program: 
Rodney Gullatte

Rodney has been an amazing 
asset to Bahama Village Music 
Program for over two years. 
From getting essential comput-
ers donated and set up to serving 
on the Board, Rodney has gone 
above and beyond to make sure 
the students at BVMP have all the 
tools they need to succeed.

Cancer Foundation  
of the Florida Keys: 
Michael Halpern

Michael helps the Foundation 
offer financial help to needy can-
cer patients. He created the Willie 
Wonka Chocolate Festival and 
partnered with the Foundation. 
Michael is a man of service and 
he does so quietly, including 
the KWHS After School Food 
Program, Michelle’s Foundation, 
scholarships for needy students, 
and many other “silent” works.  

Key West Literary Seminar: 
Kathy Kilroy

Kathy has played a critical role 
at the annual seminar leading 
a team of volunteers at the wel-
come desk that serves registrants, 
panelists, catering staff, special 
guests and volunteers.  Thanks to 
her competence, judgment and 
interpersonal skills, potentially big 
problems are routinely handled.

One Island Family, 
The Southernmost UU 
Congregation: 
Jim Smith

Jim combines the qualities of 
humility and honesty with distin-
guished service to our One Island 
Family congregation. Having pre-
viously been both Secretary and 
President, Jim currently serves 
as our Board Treasurer, leading 
Stewardship, chairing Finance 
and overseeing fundraising. Our 
ever-involved Unsung Hero per-
sonifies a “can do” attitude! 

Fringe Theater Key West: 
Cynthia Kemeny

Fringe Theater calls Cynthia 
their First Assistant because she’s 
enthusiastic, able, always there 
to do whatever needs to be done 
with a smile and an energy level 
that leaves one breathless. We 
couldn’t do all we do without 
Cynthia’s commitment and hard 
work.  

Guidance Care Center: 
Joseph Knoth

Joe is clearly an Unsung Hero 
within the Offender Reentry 
Program. With clients and staff, 
he consistently maintains a quiet, 
yet unshakable commitment to 
serving the reentry population. 
Clients are released from jail to 
embark upon a new journey in 
recovery. Joe kindly and patiently 
addresses issues and is often the 
first voice of hope.

Key West Art Center: 
Maggie Ruley

From her first involvement, 
Maggie has been an invalu-
able volunteer. She served on 
the Board of Directors for many 
years, eventually becoming 
President. Maggie pioneered the 
event “Plein Air Key West,” now 
in its seventh year. Maggie also 
taught classes and led artist dem-
onstrations and workshops.

Navy League  
Key West Council: 
Darrell Dye

Darrell, who always puts ser-
vice before self, volunteered to 
be a member of the Key West 
Navy League Commissioning 
Committee as Social Chair, devot-
ing countless hours planning and 
coordinating twenty four ceremo-
nial receptions for the commis-
sioning of six new 154-foot Coast 
Guard Fast Response Cutters to 
be home ported in Key West.

Friends of the Key West 
Library: 
John Danley

John has volunteered as an 
Internet Host for 10 years, helping 
patrons and visitors access com-
puters, save and print documents, 
search for information, and set up 
various accounts.  Many thanks to 
John for his time and talents!

United Way of  
the Florida Keys: 
Rebecca Horan

Rebecca has been a United 
Way Board member for the past 
three years.  She served as Board 
Secretary and is currently Chair 
of United Way’s Community 
Investment Committee.  Rebecca 
is a great leader and passionate 
about United Way’s mission to 
help our Keys neighbors in need.

Monroe County  
Education Foundation: 
Robert Silverman

Rob serves as chair of the 
Academic Affairs committee. By 
focusing on student success in 
college, Rob has been instrumen-
tal in securing Monroe County as 
the top “Take Stock in Children” 
program in the State of Florida. 
Rob served as the CFO at Emerson 
College. He continues to provide 
leadership on policy issues.

Wesley House  
Family Services: 
Lori and Norman Stikes

Lori and Norman always make 
sure children get to see their sib-
lings and parents, often driving 
the children to visits throughout 
the county and at times outside 
of our community. They are 
always available to give our staff a 
helping hand and they continue 
to be sought after by the youth 
that leave their care.

Tennessee Williams  
Key West Exhibit: 
Jane Rohrschneider

Jane has been involved with 
the Tennessee Williams Key West 
Exhibit since its establishment 
in 2011.  She has consistently 
devoted time and energy to the 
Foundation’s goal of showcasing 
the legacy of the famous writer 
and Key West resident. Jane’s 
expertise in technology is an 
invaluable asset to this mission.

Florida Keys Healthy  
Start Coalition: 
Jasmine Alongi

As a Certified Child Passenger 
Safety Technician, Jasmine works 
cheerfully and tirelessly in the 
heat installing children’s car seats 
at virtually every car seat event. 
Despite her busy family and pro-
fessional life, Jasmine volunteers 
to ensure children in the Keys are 
safe when they ride in vehicles. 
Healthy Start Coalition is truly 
grateful. 

Friends of Old Seven: 
Jerry Chapman

A tireless member of the Board 
of Directors, Jerry has been a 
fully committed volunteer and 
financial contributor. Jerry and 
his wife, Susan, took upon them-
selves to organize and execute 
flawlessly the 2014 Gala Dinner 
Celebration in honor of Henry 
Flagler’s 102nd Anniversary of the 
Overseas Railroad and its Seven 
Mile Bridge.

Star of the Sea  
Outreach Mission: 
Thomas Callahan

Tom serves as the unpaid 
Executive Director, putting in 
over 40 hours each week to pro-
vide vision and direction. His pro-
ductive fundraising efforts, such 
as the first Casino Gala Night, and 
numerous successful grant appli-
cations enabled an expansion of 
food assistance. He set up new 
partnerships and works tirelessly 
to discover new sources of food.

Visiting Nurse  
Association & Hospice  
of the Florida Keys: 
Gloria Agee

Gloria has devoted her time, 
energy and experience to VNA/
Hospice of the Florida Keys for 
over 20 years, when she started 
a breast cancer support group. 
In addition to this commitment, 
Gloria is a loyal volunteer at the 
annual July 4th Picnic, which she 
helps make so successful.  

The Friends of the  
AIDS Memorial: 
Jeff Smead

Jeff lives in Key West with his 
partner James and has served as 
Treasurer of the Friends of the 
AIDS Memorial for the past three 
years. He loves being part of the 
Key West community, where he 
has lived for the past eight years.
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2015 unsung heroes/Volunteers of the Year

Continued on next page

To the more than 1,000 vol-
unteers who have been hon-
ored as Unsung Heroes since 
2001 for giving their time, tal-
ent and resources to Monroe 
County nonprofits.

To the Very Important 
Partners in Paradise (VIPs) 
and Friends whose annual 
donations provide critical 
support for CFFK’s work in 
the community, such as the 
Unsung Heroes celebration.

To the 48 Legacy Society 
members who have pledged 
over $30 million in future 
community investment 
through their wills and estates 
to create lasting legacies 
for the community through 
CFFK.
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Key West Players/
Waterfront Playhouse: 
Sharon Mulvey

Sharon is always available to 
help at the Waterfront Playhouse, 
volunteering wherever needed, 
seldom without even being asked. 
She does it, quietly and virtually 
invisibly.  She embodies the spirit 
of the Unsung Hero – and we are 
lucky to have her as part of the 
Waterfront family.

Frederick Douglass School 
Black Educators’ Project: 
Donald Carey

Donald provides invalu-
able support and leadership as 
an assistant in the Spring and 
Summer Peace Camps and the 
Family Festival of Reading. He 
serves as a role model, elder lead-
er, and educator for the children 
and families of Bahama Village.  
He is a valued member and leader 
of the congregation of Newman 
United Methodist Church.

Key West Sunrise Rotary 
Club Foundation: 
Stephanie Griffiths

Sunrise Rotary’s Treasurer 
Stephanie Griffiths’ energy and 
enthusiasm is second to none. 
She exemplifies the motto 
“Service Above Self” and works 
countless hours to ensure financ-
es, fundraisers and projects stay 
on track. She is quick to jump 
in when help is needed and is 
always there for the hard parts.

Samuel’s House: 
Mary Chase

Mary does it all with grace and 
a smile on her face. She has given 
Samuel’s House so much of her 
time and energy. Mary works 
from sunup to sundown and 
looks for ways to do more. She 
is a member of Key West Rotary 
and has served on several boards 
throughout the Keys.  

 Last Stand: 
Shirley Freeman

Shirley is a model for Last 
Stand members and our com-
munity in sustainable living and 
environmental advocacy. Last 
Stand is fortunate to have her 
wisdom and experience to help 
guide actions the organization 
takes to promote, preserve and 
protect the environment and 
quality of life in the Florida Keys.

Unity of the Keys  
Spiritual Center: 
Keith Lapp

Keith is an essential volunteer 
at Unity Spiritual Center. He was 
instrumental in building the 
Fellowship Room and is also one 
of its Trustees. Keith takes care of 
maintenance needs and regularly 
helps in any other way he can. 
Unity is blessed that he is one of 
its members.

Marathon Wild  
Bird Center: 
Jeff Carr

Jeff called the Marathon Wild 
Bird Center to learn how he could 
help after volunteering for a wild-
life center out west.  Being a busy 
engineer doesn’t stop Jeff from 
contributing his knowledge, tools 
and time to complete challenging 
tasks, and he always comes back 
with the bird when dispatched on 
a rescue.

Red Barn Theatre: 
Bob and Sharman Wilson

Bob, a board member for many 
years, and Sharman have encour-
aged and supported Red Barn 
throughout the years with their 
generosity of time and service. 
Concern for the well-being of Red 
Barn turns into action with this 
couple for they are the epitome of 
why we honor Unsung Heroes. 

Womankind: 
Rose and Maria Tuzzolo

Rose and her granddaughter 
Maria have hosted the “Pre-
Croquet Appetizer/ Dessert Party” 
fundraiser for Womankind since 
2009 (when Maria was in the 7th 
grade).  This lively competition is 
always filled with laughter, prizes, 
presents and wine — and a huge 
donation!

 Save Our Pines: 
John Maehl

John, as the new Park Manager 
at Ft. Taylor, brought his love 
of the natural environment, a 
pragmatic outlook, and “can 
do” attitude to Key West, and 
has effectively administered the 
Memorandum of Understanding 
between Save Our Pines and 
the DEP. He has gone above and 
beyond in furthering the aims of 
this organization.

Southernmost Homeless 
Assistance League: 
Teri Johnston

In addition to contributions in 
many other areas, Teri has been 
a tireless advocate for the home-
less in our community.  She has 
shown remarkable vision and 
compassion, and has aided in 
the search for solutions, helping 
SHAL and other organizations 
fulfill their mission of improving 
the lives of our most vulnerable.

South Florida Council, 
Boy Scouts of America: 
Allen Pinkley

Allen has generously given his 
own time and worked diligently 
to lead a successful Boy Scout 
Troop and the local Order of the 
Arrow Service chapter, keeping 
Scouting strong in the Keys. He 
also acts as Buccaneer District’s 
Activities Chair and has overseen 
numerous successful Scout out-
ings and events.

Mote Marine Laboratory — 
Protect Our Reefs Program: 
Nicole Padron

A native of Key West, Nicole 
donated more than 200 hours of 
her time to Mote in 2014 at events, 
staffing outreach programs, and 
helping to support the Protect 
Our Reefs license plate program, 
all of which are raising money to 
fund coral reef restoration work in 
the waters around the Keys.

Sigsbee Charter School: 
Tommy Haskins

Tommy works tirelessly to 
ensure that the military children 
at Sigsbee Charter School have 
the best possible environment 
by offering hours of service and 
coordinating volunteers for many 
projects. Through his own labor 
and donation of services and 
materials, the students have been 
given a beautiful campus and a 
wonderful example to follow.

Key West Garden Club: 
Debby Crowley

As co-chair of the Propagation 
Department, Debby created an 
educational system for identify-
ing and researching every plant 
in the yearly tour of five homes. 
In doing so, she invigorated the 
volunteers to educate themselves 
about their gardens and then, in 
turn, educated the public who 
visited. She was especially inter-
ested in promoting native plants.

Florida Keys Council  
of the Arts: 
Peter Horton

As Director of Airports, Peter 
advocates for more art, local art 
and the best art for the Key West 
and Marathon airports. He and 
his dedicated staff work after 
hours to accommodate installa-
tions. He promotes the Keys’ arts 
scene at national conventions 
and refers to his airport as the Art-
port. We value Peter’s dedication. 

Southernmost  
Coconut Castaways: 
Tammy Hollander

Tammy is founder and president 
of the charity organization about 
“Serving Community Roles with 
Caribbean Souls.” Through her 
tireless leadership, the organiza-
tion provided over 1000 volunteer 
hours to the community, over 
$50,000 and untold item donations 
to Care Camp for Kids, SPA, FKOC, 
Kids Come First, Wesley House, 
and other community charities.

Boys and Girls  
Clubs of the Keys: 
Lori Dombroski

For the last 12 years, Lori has 
volunteered her time for the 
Boys and Girls Club.  From spe-
cial events, proofing and editing 
grants, chaperoning at events, and 
making cookies to packing and 
helping the Club with its many 
moves, Lori has been there for the 
Club and the Executive Director.

Key West Botanical  
Garden Society: 
Pat Ayers

Boundless energy, a positive 
attitude, and a willingness to share 
her life experiences describes how 
Pat became an intricate member 
of the Botanical Garden. Her ocean 
research background opened a 
partnership with the University 
of Florida – “Florida Lakewatch,” 
establishing a fresh water study 
for the Garden’s Children’s 
Community Service Program.

RPM Nautical Foundation: 
Howard Phoenix

Howard has been an invalu-
able volunteer for the past eleven 
years. In addition to his role as 
Dive Safety Officer, Howard has 
spent countless hours volunteer-
ing by assisting with the archeo-
logical dive team, ROV operations 
and more. He is always the first 
to arrive and the last to leave and 
has been an incredible asset.

Literacy Volunteers of 
America — Monroe County: 
Sally Binard

Sally never says “no” when it 
comes to helping her students. 
Whether teaching an English 
class, or working one-on-one with 
individual students to give extra 
tutoring assistance, Sally always 
has a smile on her face and a great 
attitude. She’s brilliant, creative, 
enthusiastic and caring. 

Lower Keys Chapter  
AARP #1351: 
Charles Roy

Charles is a devoted member of 
the local chapter of the American 
Association of Retired People. 
Charles has served on the Board 
for several years and can be found 
coordinating “Monday Afternoon 
at the Movies” at the senior cen-
ter. He is always willing to serve 
on any committee for the chapter.

Coral City Elks Temple #400: 
Constance Teate

Connie is always thinking of 
ways to help others who have 
been stricken with illness, going 
through bereavement, or any 
other family tragedy. She is the 
first to volunteer to serve food at 
a funeral, coordinate a party or a 
fundraiser, and is known through-
out the community for her gift of 
decorating for any event.  

Key West Community 
Sailing Center: 
Walter Matthews

Walt spends a great deal of his 
volunteer time fixing sailboats for 
the youth program, organizing 
work parties to clean the grounds 
and the boats, greeting visitors, 
answering the phone, and attend-
ing the Friday night sail club 
socials.  Walt thinks the club’s 
Youth Sailing Program is very 
important for the community.

Continued on next page

To the nine KWHS teachers 
who received a total of $65,000 
through the 2014 “David 
Wolkowsky Teachers of Merit” 
awards for going the extra mile 
in their passion for teaching 
and dedication to students. 

To the seven deserving  
KWHS graduates who 
received $32,500 in scholar-
ships from CFFK donor funds 
for a job well done in school 
and for continuing their edu-
cational pursuits.

2015 unsung heroes/Volunteers of the Year
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Rotary Club of Key West 
Foundation: 
Lorie Rouse

Lorie is an exceptional com-
munity servant. She tirelessly 
devotes hours to community 
projects, raising thousands for 
local charities and causes through 
her efforts. She is a great Rotarian 
who coordinates fundraisers, auc-
tions, and generates participation 
from local businesses for every 
cause in which she’s involved.

Monroe Homeless Services 
Continuum of Care: 
Richard Turcotte

Deacon Richard Turcotte 
has been the man behind the 
scenes in forming a coalition of 
providers who represent home-
less services in Monroe County.  
He has worked diligently to get 
the Continuum of Care off the 
ground. He has been the Treasurer 
since its inception. His knowledge 
of the field and financial support 
has been outstanding.  

Key West Montessori 
Charter School: 
Jim and Joanna Cooper

Jim and Joanna Cooper of 
SoundWave Productions bring 
the Montessori school com-
munity together for family-fun 
events, contribute entertainment 
for fundraising initiatives, and are 
always ready to share their time 
and talent. Montessori School 
appreciates the Super Coopers!

Keys Coalition Against 
Human Trafficking: 
Trevor DeVooght

Trevor is a dedicated and pas-
sionate volunteer. His heart for 
individuals trapped in all forms of 
human trafficking has driven him 
to make in-roads in the commu-
nity that will provide prevention 
education for young people and 
at-risk youths.

Metropolitan  
Community Church: 
Jan Marie Weatherhead

Jan Marie Weatherhead exem-
plifies an Unsung Hero. She is the 
Treasurer, always urging MCC to 
practice smart stewardship so we 
can do more for the community. 
She is a tireless volunteer with the 
“Cooking with Love” program, 
not only making sure funds are 
in place but personally delivering 
the meals to elders.

AIDS Help of Monroe County: 
Stephen Aube

As classy as the pronunciation 
of his name, Stephen’s an innova-
tive presence on the fundraising 
committee, the dedicated face 
of Saturday Bingo At Poinciana 
Royale, enlisting guests, rounding 
prizes….and for 2015, the official 
voice of the agency for its HIV-
testing commercials. Stephen 
Aube embodies the finest aspects 
of dedication to a cause.

Old Island Restoration 
Foundation: 
Michael Garcia

Michael volunteered a home 
that has been in his family for 
many generations for the House 
Tour – a generous contribution 
to OIRF’s mission. Since then, 
OIRF has benefited from his long 
experience as a resident and con-
tractor: practical and cost-saving 
maintenance of The Oldest House, 
hands-on response to emergency 
repairs, and donations.

Switchboard 2-1-1 
Helpline of the Keys: 
Kim Knight

Kim has supported fundraising 
efforts for several years. Through 
her company, Sweetest Knights, 
she has partnered with Helpline to 
donate money through purchases 
of her company’s homemade 
fudge. She has donated gift baskets 
and certificates to our fundrais-
ing events, including paying for a 
booth at our Caribbean Street Fair.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church: 
Mary Dora Breedlove

Mary Dora Breedlove is rec-
ognized for her many years of 
dedicated service to St. Paul’s life 
and ministry.  She was the direc-
tor of children’s Sunday school 
for 20 years, and many adults in 
the community remember her 
love, care and guidance.  She also 
served on the Altar Guild and is a 
fixture within the congregation. 

Key West Art and  
Historical Society: 
Andrew Herdan

Andy has taken on a leader-
ship role as a volunteer. He 
can be seen almost daily at the 
Lighthouse & Keeper’s Quarters 
helping guests, answering ques-
tions, picking up items guests 
drop, and bringing his amazing 
positive attitude. He exudes a love 
of the lighthouse and is always 
willing to help with tour groups. 

Leadership Monroe County: 
Ron Demes

As a LMC alumni and former 
board president, Ron gives super-
lative substance to “service” and 
“leadership” with Rotary, the 
Navy League, Sigsbee School, and 
Key West city boards. He offers 
unstinting, ongoing community 
dedication, providing program 
access and awareness of the 
military’s impact and county con-
tribution, fostering constructive 
alliances among our leaders.

Florida Keys  
TREE Institute: 
Benjamin “Dink” Bruce

Dink is a well-known man 
about town, an avid storyteller, 
artist, photographer, landlord, 
and above all, a man who cares 
about his community. Dink has 
been involved with the TREE 
Institute since its inception. He 
has tirelessly worked behind 
the scenes to promote us and 
devoted many hours working on 
fundraisers.

One Human Family: 
Mike Mongo

Mike has been an active and 
longtime promoter of One Human 
Family, a champion of equal 
rights, dignity and respect for all 
people worldwide. Nobody could 
have a more dedicated volunteer.

Safe Harbor Animal 
Rescue of the Keys: 
Melissa Wilson

Melissa goes above and beyond 
to ensure the health and safety of 
animals by donating her time and 
providing large items that the shel-
ter has been in desperate need of, 
such as our new commercial wash-
er and dryer. Safe Harbor could not 
do what it does without her.

Trophia Butterfly 
Foundation: 
Jeff Ware

Jeff works innumerable hours 
and has put so much passion and 
excitement into the newest project 
entitled “Monarch University.” 
Without his endless enthusiasm 
and focus, this momentous project 
would not be progressing down the 
road towards its real potential.

American Red Cross: 
Wendy Wheatley

Wendy is a Disaster Action 
Team Leader who responds to 
local emergencies in the Florida 
Keys. When called, she meets 
with individuals and families 
in the community to provide 
for their immediate emergency 
needs, usually after a house fire 
or flood, to help them begin their 
recovery.

Key West Orchid Society: 
Greg Scott

Greg bought his first orchid in 
1987. The bug bit him and he’s 
been growing orchids ever since. 
He was president of the Orchid 
Society for two terms, and is 
still a major player. Greg studied 
Entomology, and we turn to him 
when orchids have a bug problem.

Educational Coalition  
for Monroe County: 
Sean McDonald

Sean has been an outstanding 
teacher and coach in Monroe 
County since 1997. As a dedicated 
cooperating teacher for Dancing 
Classrooms for the past five years, 
Sean enthusiastically promotes 
core values of respect, teamwork, 
motivation, and self-confidence 
by creating a safe space and sup-
port for the Dancing Classrooms 
teaching artist.

Historic Florida Keys 
Foundation: 
Terry Wolfgang

Terry has been a blessing to 
the Foundation where she serves 
as a volunteer tour guide at the 
Historic Key West Cemetery. She 
is a gifted educator with the abil-
ity to relate to people of any age 
or background. She is conscien-
tious, hardworking, trustworthy 
and reliable.

Anchors Aweigh: 
Judy Blumenkranz

Office Manager Judy 
Blumenkranz consistently rises 
above and beyond the call of duty 
by donating her time and energy 
into volunteering to spearhead 
fundraisers, helping with grant 
writing, and remaining available 
to counsel and aid people in dis-
tress.  Judy faces all challenges 
with grace and charm.

Key West Woman’s Club: 
Gloria Windus

Available to the Woman’s Club 
for any project, Gloria does not 
let much slow her down! A 13-
year member, her smile, kind-
ness and willing attitude can 
be found at Bay Shore Manor, 
Fantasy Fest, the Gala, Operation 
Smile Treasure Hunt and monthly 
meetings. The Woman’s Club is so 
fortunate to have Gloria!

For nearly 20 years, the Community 
Foundation has been here in the 
Florida Keys building a network of 

people who are interested in making the 
community even better. CFFK helps ful-
fill donors’ philanthropic goals, strength-
ens nonprofits, promotes volunteerism, 
helps address community needs, and 
builds legacy giving that will affect the 
future of the community for generations 
to come.

• If you’d like to create a lasting legacy 
for the community through your will 
or estate plan, please visit www.cffk.
org/for-donors/legacy-society

• If you’d like to help further philan-
thropy in the Florida Keys, please visit 

www.cffk.org to learn about giving 
opportunities.

• If you want to lend your time  
and talents to the community,  
visit www.cffk.org to learn more  
about volunteer opportunities and 
nonprofits in Monroe County. 

You know you’re in good company 
when you partner with CFFK as an indi-
vidual or as a nonprofit. As a testament 
to CFFK’s work, the National Standards 
for U.S. Community Foundations has 
certified its commitment to financial 
security, transparency, and accountabil-
ity. Your efforts put you in the good com-
pany of others making a difference in 
our community … In Paradise For Good.

300 southard street, suite 201 
Key West, fl 33040
305-292-1502
www.cffk.org/ e-mail:cffk@cffk.org

To the more than 350 vol-
unteer board members who 
have successfully completed 
CFFK’s Leadership Success 
Academy to strengthen non-
profits in the Florida Keys.

To the Board Members who 
have volunteered their time, 
talent, and resources to lead 
CFFK’s efforts in making the 
Florida Keys a better place to 
live now and in the future.


